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Drill & Blast Method
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Introduction

The West Island Line (WIL) is an extension of the MTR Island
Line. The construction works for the WIL mainly comprise the
excavation for the railway tunnels, stations and pedestrian adits.
As most of the tunnels are in rock, the drill and blast method will
be adopted for excavation. It is expected that the blasting works
will commence in early 2010.

Advantages of the Drill & Blast
Method

The drill and blast method is a proven and commonly used
method in excavation of rock in Hong Kong and around the
world. Compared to other construction methods, there are several
advantages of the drill and blast method:

= As the Western District is densely populated, there is limited
space available for work sites. The drill and blast method
requires relatively less works area compared to other
excavation methods, thus minimizing the impact to the
facilities in the Western District.

e The drill and blast method is a more efficient construction
method in rock than mechanical excavation. It will shorten
the works period and reduce the disruption to the community.

= The use of explosives can avoid the nuisance of continuous
operation of machinery.

« The drill and blast method would produce much less noise and
disturbance than mechanical excavation.







» details must be provided to Mines
Division prior to each blast;

= contractors must obtain a blasting
license from CEDD;

= the quantity of explosives for each
blast is strictly controlled to ensure
the safety of buildings within the
vicinity;

= acondition survey will be carried out to record the conditions
of the buildings in the proximity;

= monitoring points will be installed to monitor any possible
impacts to adjacent building structures, and;

« Buildings Department and Mines Division will also carry out
site audit monitoring to check for compliance.

The Corporation has over 30 years experience in using the
drill and blast method, and will continue to maintain close
communication with residents on the blasting works and to
keep residents informed of the schedule of blasting.

Construction Impact
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Blasting works will be
carried out in multiple
locations, and there
will usually be one
to two blasts a day
at each location. The
: daily activities of the
public will not be affected. Only temporary minor vibrations
and occasional noise may be sensed by nearby residents.
Occasionally, temporary traffic management (TTM) may be
necessary on nearby roads during the blasting works. If blasting
is deep underground, no TTM arrangement will be required.

For enquiries, please call:

MTR Projects Hotline: 2993 3333

Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 8:30am - 6:00pm
Saturday, 8:30am - 1:00pm

Calls will be connected to a voice mailbox when the lines are busy or after office
hours. Please leave your message and we will contact you as soon as possible.
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